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CELEBRITIES AT THE N0RW3SC0N
b y  P h i l l i p  B a rk e r

11
W henever a  g r e a t  c o n v e n tio n  i s  h e ld  and  c e l e b r i t i e s  a p -

e a r  a s  g u e s t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  bound to  be  th o s e  who, b y  w h a te v e r
w ile s  p o s s i b l e ,  m anaged t o  spend  m o s t o f  t h e i r  tim e  b u t te r in g
up th e s e  G rea t Men, b a s k in g  in  th e  r e f l e c t e d  l i g h t  o f t h e i r
g lo r y .  S u ch , y e a  b r o t h e r ,  was I .  I t ' s  a w f u l ly  h a rd  t o  m iss
a  sh a n ce  to  g e t  some in s i d e  dope on p o l i c y ,  new s t o r i e s ,  o r
w h a te v e r  d i r t  i s  b e in g  p a s s e d  a ro u n d  among th e  b i g  nam es.
N e a r ly  e v e ry b o d y  th e r e  seem ed to  f e e l  th e  same way, and  I am
n o t  a lo n e  i n  my a p p le  p o l i s h i n g .  You m igh t j u s t  s a y  t h a t  I
was f o re m o s t .

W hether b y  v i r t u e  o f  my sw eet d i s p o s i t i o n  o r  by  v i r t u e
o f  m u sc le s  g a in e d  w o rk in g  a t  h a r d  l a b o r  l a s . t  summer, I  man­
a g e d  t o  spend  a. g r e a t  d e a l  o f my tim e  i n  P o r t l a n d  a t  th e  s id e
o f  one g r e a t  man o r  a n o th e r .  K o st o f 'em  a r e  o n ly  p e o p le *
r e a l l y  n ic e  p e o p le ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  b u t  o n ly  p e o p le .  I e n jo y e d
t h e i r  company e x tr e m e ly  an d  even  m anaged a f t e r  a. w h ile  to
f o r g e t  t h a t  th e s e  w ere th e  f o lk s  who ^ r i t e  th e  s t o r i e s  I  l i k e
to  r e a d  b e s t .

Mel K orshak  was th e  g en tlem en  I met f i r s t .  Somehow o r
o th e r  a  p a r t y  g o t s t a r t e d  up i n  my room -  s u r e ly  n o t  b e c a u se
I h a d  t h r e e  f i f t h s  o f  B la c k  an d  W h ite !!  -  and  a f t e r  a  w h ile
Mr. K o rsh ak  w andered  i n .  He was w orn o u t from  d r iv i n g  d a rn
n e a r  a l l  n ig h t  from  th e  E a s t  and  c o u ld  o n ly  be k e p t  awake
w ith  some of my m e d ic in a l  s c o tc h ,  w h ich  I c a r r y ,  o f c o u rs e ,
f o r  j u s t  su ch  o c c a s io n s .  We g o t  t o  t a l k i n g ,  and a n i c e r  f e l ­
low  c a n ' t  be fo u n d . He was p a t i e n t  th ro u g h  ream s o f s t o r i e s
an d  p la n n e d  s t o r i e s  w h ich  I  w an ted  to  show h im , l i k e  a l l  ama­
t e u r  w r i t e r s ,  and he  was ev en  p a t i e n t  when I  g o t  him  in v o lv e d
i n  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  why R o b e rt  Howard sh o u ld  be  p r i n t e d  i n
h a r d  c o v e r s .  He was e v e n  p a t i e n t  when f e l lo w  NAMELESS, Mark
W a ls te d , to o k  him  f o r  e le v e n  k a z o l l a s  i n  p o k e r  th e  n e x t  ev e ­
n in g . M r. K orshak  t o l d  me m a in ly  a b o u t  a  new n o v e l w hich  he
i s  p u b l i s h i n g ,  one w hich  w i l l  be g u a ra n te e d  to  p l e a s e  n o t
o n ly  u s  o ld  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  r e a d e r s ,  b u t  may a l s o  p u t  S h a s ta
o v e r  w i th  a l l  th e  vague m ass o f  p e o p le  known to  u s  a s  "The
G e n e ra l P u b l i c " .  I n  s p i t e  o f  f a t i g u e  an d  c o n fu s io n , Mr. Kor­
sh ak  s p e n t  th e  e v e n in g  a f t e r  tjje  p o k e r  p a r t y  a s  a u c t io n e e r
f o r  a  w hole  m ass o f  t r e a s u r e .  He was an n o u n c e r  a n d  M.C. a t



/the in tro d u c tio n  of c e l e b r i t i e s ;  he was always u se fu l  to  Don
Day whenever th a t  h a ra ssed  gentleman needed a. h e lp in g  hand;
and he was a  v e r i ta b l  e godsend to  h r .  U a ls te d , who needed that
e leven  bucks b ad ly .

I had a. lo n g  t a l k ,  to o , w ith  Howard Browne when he came
in  on the second day of the  Norwescon. He, Bea M ahaffey, and
Rog P h i l l i p s  a l l  a r r iv e d  somewhat s im u ltan eo u sly , and l e f t
th i s  poor p a r a s i te  unknowing ju s t  which to  b u t t e r  up f i r s t .
I  chose Mr. Browne, perhaps .jause he locked  th e  most p ro s ­
perous o f the bunch. I never sa.w a  man who looked the p a r t
of Mr. B ig  so w e ll. He r e a l ly  i s  o u i t e a  fo rce  when he walks
in to  any g a th e r in g , f c r  he has very  im pressive  f e a tu re s  ----
somewhat o f what you’d expect from a manager of U.S. S te e l or
General E le c t r ic :  the C hief E xecutive  a l l  over, from h is  w hite
h a i r  to  h i s  p o lish e d  shoes. Yet Mr. Browne was o n ly  too  w il ­
l in g  to  t a lk  to  us sm all f r y ,  and he c o l le c te d  a. crowd of a -
bout t h i r t y  people o u t in  the lobby. I managed to  g e t a  s e a t
r ig h t  nex t to  him. He expressed  h is  p o l ic y  fo r  AMAZING STOR­
IES in  j u s t  ’so many words: a c tio n , sm all vocabu lary , simple
p lo t s ,  good tw is t  on the ending. U n fo rtu n a te ly , the  mags.-
zine he wanted to  p u t out -  the  s l i c k  AMAZING -  h as  gone the
way o f a l l  such dreams. The p re se n t war s i tu a t io n  has caused
a se r io u s  shortage  o f paper fo r  the  p u lp  magazine tra .d e , and
any new magazines w i l l  te m p o ra rily  have to  be l im ite d  to  the
id e a  s ta g e . He does, however, prom ise us fans one r e a l ly
f in e ,  s l ic k - ty p e  s to ry  in  each is su e  o f the  p re s e n t AMAZING.
He w ants to  c a te r  to  the  fan  le v e l  e n t i r e ly ,  b u t th e re  i s  a
much g r e a te r  m arket among the ju v e n i le - s ty le ,  a c t io n ,  and
cowboy-on-thfe-mcon crowd th a t  he must c a te r  to  in  o rd e r to
make money. A fte r  a l l ,  a s  he s a id , the fans a re  perhaps the
sm a lle s t group th a t  a  sc ience  f i c t i o n  magazine must p la y  to :
much l a r g e r  nu m erica lly  (as w ell as  m o n eta rily ) a re  the ju­
v e n i le s ,  the genera l p’llp  read in g  p u b l ic ,  and the  te c h n ic ia n s
( fo r  which ASTOUNDING p la y s ) .  I a lso  asked Mr. Browne a  few
q u estio n s  on some odd th in g s  which have happened in  AMAZING
STORIES in  the p a s t .  ’There, I demanded, was Don W ilcox, the
o ld  f a v o r i t e  of FANTASTIC ADVENTURES? Mr. Browne sadly in ­
formed me th a t  Don Wilcox had gone back to  teach in g  school
in  th e  M iddlewest, T h a t 's  why, in  case  you have been ren d e r­
in g , "Eye o f the  World" o r ig in a l ly  p u b lic iz e d  as  "a new novel
by Don Wilcox" was pub o u t under the  Z i f f  -Davi « hevse name of
"Alexander B lade1.' Mr. Browne’ s main p o in t  was h i s  g re a t err-



p h a s is  on the type of l i t e r a t u r e  he in te n d s  to  p u t o u t, and
he emphasized th i s  s tro n g ly  to  oxery and anybody. In  s p i te
of the f a c t  th a t  he i s  a  fa n , ho must cake Mr. Z i f f  some money
and the ju v e n ile  market i s  the b e s t ,  s im p le s t, and q u ic k e s t
means to  the end. U n til the  s i tu a t io n  in  Korea e a se s  up (o r
u n t i l  we’ re  a l l  speaking  R ussian anyhow) we must no t look  to
Z iff-D av is  as a. g re a t su p p o rte r of fandom.

I d id n 't  g e t much o p p o rtu n ity  to  t a lk  to  Rog P h i l l i p s ,
hut from what I saw of him he seemed a  n ic e  fe l lo w , eag e r to
-g)ve us some id ea  of h is  fu tu re  s to ry  w rit in g  p la n s  and a lso
to  l e t  i t  he known th a t  fandom "a s  more than  welcome in  the
Clubhouse. Howard Browne h im self made th i s  p o in t ,  and Mr.
P h i l l ip s  gave q u ite  some; d iscu ss io n  on fandom 's va lue  to  the
p rc z in c s . He ex p la in ed  why he wrote "Weapon from the  S ta rs " ,
a  s to ry  panned by most everybody. Howard Browne got up in
the middle of the in tro d u c tio n  of c e l e b r i t i e s  and asked Mr.
P h i l l ip s  p o in t b lank  j u s t  why he w rote such a  s to ry . P o lic y ,
i t  seems, was the v i l l i a n :  the co v er* fo r the is su e  i s  handed
to  the lu ck y (? ) a u th o r and he i s  to lp  to  w rite  a  s to ry  of so
many thousand words around i t .  This fene was a. toughy, as  Mr.
P h i l l ip s  e x p la in ed , and h is  word le n g th  ran  out j u s t  as i t
"as  g e t t in g  in te r e s t in g .  Thus, he slapped  an end ing  on i t
and l e t  'e r  go a t  t h a t .  Too bad, to d , fo r  the s to ry  WAS get­
t in g  in te r e s t in g  -  how about f i n i s h ! i g  i t  up and p u t t in g  out
v ia  C entury Books, Rog? I

Somehow, Anthony Boucher and I never got very  c lo se  to­
g e th e r , e i t h e r ,  f o r  when I was coming, in  he was going out and
v ice -v e rsa .. I d id  manage to  in v e ig le  m yself in to  a  c o c k ta il
p a r ty  in  one of the h o te l  rooms where he was a  g u e s t, bu t I
become much more in te r e s t e d  in  ta lk in g  to  Bea M ahaffey (fo r
obvious reaso n s) and m issed out on g iv in g  him h is  p o r t io n  of
p o lis h in g . However, Dick Frahm, the  p re s id e n t o f the  NAME­
LESS a t  the tim e, became very  good f r ie n d s  w ith  Mr. Boucher
and conveyed to  me th e  im pression  th a t  our guest of honor was
an e r u d i te ,  l i t e r a r y ,  and f r ie n d ly  man. Ih e a rd M r. Boucher 1 s.
speech and can confirm  D ic k 's  im pression  on the  form er score.
The only th in g  I know was th a t  Anthony Boucher was v e ry  n ice
about p ro m isin g a  carbon copy w ith a tuograph  of the nex t s to ry
he w rote to  the lucky  p e rso n  who won the costume b a l l  p r iz e .

Jack and Dorothy DeCourcy were most p o l i t e ,  f r ie n d ly ,
and h e lp fu l ,  and I had somewhat o f  a h a rra sse d  d is c u s s io n
w ith  Mr.DeCourcy w hile h e lp in g  to  put up the  Nbrwescon back-



^ ,2  dr op b e fo re  the convention  s ta r t e d .  Most o f the  V est Coast
fans know the  DeCourcies fo r  t h e i r  v id e  fan  a c t i v i t i e s ,  bu t
I go t a  k ic k  out of Mr. DeCourcy fo r  h i s  sense o f humor. I t
was n o th in g  l e s s  than  t e r r i f i c .  When no t too t i r e d  from the
g ru e lin g  convention  do ings, he was c ra ck in g  jo k es . The h igh­
l i g h t  came w ith  the  M atter T ran sm itte r Experim ent — I might
have s a id  F ia sco , fo r  i t  c e r ta in ly  was. Mr. DeCourcy k ep t a
s t r a ig h t  and se r io u s  face  mos’i of th e  way through the demon­
s t r a t i o n ,  only g iv in g  away the  joke w ith  a  g ig g le  once or
tw ic e . H is B u ste r Keaton deadpan e x p re ss io n  kep t most of the
au d ien ce  guffaw ing d u rin g  the ’•’ho le  s h a r .  In the p riv a c y  of
the  c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  o r o f f  to  one s id e  of the  main go ings-on ,
th e y  a re  f r ie n d ly  f o lk s ,  somewhat homey, showing i n t e r e s t  in
th e i r  two (o r i s  i t  th re e ? )  k id s  l i k e  any o th e r people -  not
l ik e  what a  fan  new to  c e l e b r i t i e s  m ight suspect a t  a l l .

la c k  Reynolds was somewhat of a s u rp r is e  to  some fans
th e re ,  and no t a  few were confused as  to  whether he was a  fan
or an a u th o r .  A couple re c e n t co p ies  of STARTLING or THRIL­
LING JOl'TDER STORIES c le a re d  th i s  up r ig h t  away. Reynolds i s
a v e ry  se r io u s  new w r i t e r ,  working in  a  w r i t e r s ’ co lony down
in  New Mexico. He and F ro d ric  Brown a long  w ith  a n o th e r w r i t ­
e r  a re  working on s t o r i e s  to g e th e r down th e re ; q u ite  a  suc­
c e ss , to o , jud g in g  from h is  p o p u la r i ty .  Most o f  h is  s tu f f ,
he s a id ,  w il l  con tinue  to  be sh o rt s to r i e s  fo r  a  w hile y e t ,
b u t he i s  p lan n in g  to  do some lo n g er work in  the n ear future.
I go t a  la rg e  k ick  out o f ta lk in g  to  him, fo r  b e s id e s  be in g  a
f r ie n d ly  fe llo w , he was only  too w i l l in g  to  give new w r i te r s
some t i p s  and rem arks on c ra sh in g  the w rit in g  f i e l d  which
were o f c o n sid e rab le  i n t e r e s t  to  some of u s . He d id  s t e r l in g
duty as  m oderator of the panel d is c u s s io n , and cou ld  be seen
sh o o tin g  the  b reeze  w ith  most anybody a l l  over th e  N orw scon
h a l l .  I don’ t  know w hether he was th re e  people o r w hether my
s ig h t was somewhat awry due to  overdoses of my m edicinal f lu ­
id s ,  b u t everywhere I looked th e re  was Mr. Reynolds, deep in
d is c u ss io n  w ith  fan s  or a u th o rs .

Ted Sturgeon and I had very  few m eetings, a l s o ,  m ainly,
because I was much too busy t ry in g  to  le a rn  the  name o f th a t
blonde fa n  who came from P a r is .  Ted seemed a. v e ry  fo rc e fu l
p e r s o n a l i ty ,  even to  managing the im possib le  — g e t t in g  two-
hundred fan s  to g e th e r  a t  m idnight to  l i s t e n  to  re c o rd in g s  of
people who had seen a c tu a l  l i t t l e  men. In  f a c t ,  he even came
over and ’ shush 1cd me once o r tw ice d u rin g  th i s  m eetings an



honor which I duly no ted . Mr. S turgeon seemed q u ite  s e t  on
D ia n e tic s  and gave a  lo n g , somewhat "b reath less speech on the
su b jec t to  a  la rg e  crowd, and most everybody seemed to  enjoy
i t  immensely. In  g e n e ra l, Mr. Sturgeon seemed a  b re a th le s s
p e r s o n a l i ty ,  That I sa.w of him, h u rry in g  to  and f r o  and stop ­
p in g  to  d isco u rse  w ith  anyone who had read  "The Dreaming Jew­
e ls  V He and I had a  s h o r t  argument on archaeology in  England

(about Thich I know e x a c t ly  noth ing) so sw itched the su b jec t
over to  sc ience  f i c t i o n  as  a u ick ly  as p o s s ib le .  He i s  p lan ­
n in g  some more n o v e ls , each one to  be as good, he says, as
"The Dreaming Jew els". Other s h o r te r  s to r ie s  r i l l  a lso  be
forthcom ing  very  soon. One p e c u lia r  th in g  about M r.Sturgeon,
rh ic h  a n o th e r fan  a r t i c l e  has a lre a d y  no ted : he seems ju s t  to
have re c e n t ly  d iscovered  th a t  America i s  s l i g h t ly  l a r g e r  than
th e  E ast c o a s t . His Thole in tro d u c tio n  speech was taken  up
’•n.th the re v e la t io n  of t h i s  somewhat e le c t r i f y in g  f a c t ,  time
■sdiich m ight have been b e t t e r  devoted to  a  d isc u ss io n  of h is
fu tu re  s t o r i e s .

Doc Smith i s  a n o th e r fe llo w  I l i k e  very  much. He and I
had a  d isc u ss io n  on Idaho, on w in te r , on P o r tla n d , on S e a ttle
(where he had re s id e d  fo r  a  w h ile ) , and on a l l  s o r ts  of non-­
e s s e n t ia l  th in g s  which were of i n t e r e s t  to  me. He appeared
ready and w il l in g  to  t a lk  about the  th in g s  th a t  in te r e s te d
me, r a th e r  .than  the o th e r  way around, as i s  u su al w ith  im port­
a n t p e o p le . The fan s  were im m ediately a t  ease w ith  him, and
some o f them eould h a rd ly  b e lie v e  th a t  the g re a t a u th o r of
Skylark of V aleron, . Second Stage Lensman, and a l l  h is  o ther
t a l e s ,  was a c tu a l ly  t h i s  q u ie t ,  e ld e r ly ,  s o f t  mannered gen­
tlem an who ta lk e d  f r e e ly  .about gardens and cameras and people
he has known. He i s  p lan n in g  a  whole new u n iv e rse  fo r  a  s e r­
ie s  of s to r i e s  soon to  be s t a r t e d ,  and is  a c tu a l ly  im agining
new in v e n tio n s  to  go a long  w ith  i t ,  so th a t  h is  s to r i e s  w ill
no t borrow  from h is  o ld e r works. T his i s  s e r t a in ly  q u ite  a
ta sk , one which an a u th o r does n o t undertake  every  day. His
ta lk  was s h o r t , wryly humorous, and r ig h t  to  the p o in t -  some­
th in g  which some of th e  o th e r c e l e b r i t i e s  •o u ld n ’ t  manage.

I have pu rpose ly  l e f t  Bea Mahaffey to  the l a s t ,  probably
because I l ik e  to  save the  b e s t  to  the  l a s t  in  e v e ry th in g  I
do. She i s  c e r ta in ly  the  p r e t t i e s t  e d i to r e s s  I ev e r s a w ----
not because  she i s  th e  only  e d i to re s s  I e v e r s a w ,e ith e r . Ac­
tu a l ly ,  she would p ass  f o r  a  Hollywood s t a r  among crowds of
k.G.L s b e s t ,  s 'h e lp  me. She was m ostly  too busy  to  be a.p-



2 4  proachecL, b e in g  in v o l v e d in  long  d isc u ss io n s  w ith  Howard Browne
and w ith  some fe llo w s she knew from Euge-ne, O regon.. Darned
i f  I know-whether .she knew 'em from p rev io u s  acqua in tance  or
w hether th e y  ju s t  moved f a s t .  Miss M ahaffey i s  p ro b ab ly  one
of the  most v iv ac io u s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a t  th e  convention; -, her
speech was undoubtedly th e  sp ark l in g e s t  - i f  th e re  be such a
word -  and she spen t the  most o f h e r  a l l o t t e d  f iv e  m inutes ai
the  ro stru m  t e l l i n g ,u s  th a t  Hay Balmer and h e r s e l f  would be
only to o  w il l in g  to  a c c e p t any a h d ^ a ll o f f t r a i l .m a te r i a l  f o r
"OTHER WORLDS” . p ro v id in g ’ o n ly 'th a t  i t  be a. good.-story. She
seems to  have k ep t t h i s  p o l ie v 'w e l l :  w itn ess  Ray B radbury 's
"Up in  de Middle of de A ir" . She a c tu a l l y  read  the  l i t t l e
sh o rt s to ry  I had p u b lis h e d 'r e c e n tly  in  EAuSCIEliT, -  the one
Don Day b ra v e ly  ended f o r  me. Her comment "The g i r l  was k ind
of a  dope;" Somehow,, i t  c h a ra c te r is e d  t h a t  p a r t i c u la r  s to ry
e x a c t ly . -Dammit. Anyhow, I d id  g e t to  dance w ith  h e r  a t  the
costume b a l l ,  me a l l  in  my "Admiral- Tomb o" costume (see cov­
e r ) ,  and th a t  was q u ite  an ex p erien ce , even though Rog P h i l ­
l i p s  sn a tch ed  h e r back', ag a in  w ith in  a  moment or two.

Tie shouldn ' t  nave enued the c e l e b r i t i e s  page w ith  j u s t
th ese  n in e , b u t space’ re q u ire d  us to  c u t i t  s h o r t .  . We owe
a p o lo g ie s  to  such s p e l l  people a s 'E .  E v e re tt-E v an s , Bob Tuc­
k e r , l o r r y  Ackeiman, Kan A rnold, and w hois 'hordes o f o th e rs
who more th an  deserved  a p la c e  on t h i s  page. But., a l a s !  the
c o s ts  of l i th o g ra p h in g  b e in g  what th ey  a r e .........

The id e n t i f i c a t io n s  .of the p ic tu r e s  of the people  on the
" C e le b r i t ie s "  page -(P age 1 of the P i c to r i a l  S ec tio n ) i s  as
follows.-
1. T his i s  the banquet scene, w ith  th e  whole main-, table,
of g re a t  people fa c in g  th e ' audience a c ro ss  the  e n t i r e  f ro n t
of the h a l l .  The man s tan d in g  in  the  background i s  oneef the
the  men in  charge o f  the  ra d io  b ro a d c a s t. The s e a te d  c e le b ­
r i t i e s  a re ;  . (L eft to  R ig h t, of cou rse)

E. E, "Doc” Smith .of Skylark and Lensman fame. I n  p r iv ­
a te  l i f e  he heads a  b a k in g  concern.

Monna S h e I le r , one of the se v e ra l NORWESCON t r e a s u r e r s .
In  p r iv a te  l i f e  she i s  a  s tuden t a t  the  U of 0 M edical Shook

Ken A rnold, the f i r s t  man to  see a  'f ly in g  sa u c e r ' and
the  man who c o l le c te d  ey e-w itn ess  tape reco rd in g s  o f o th e r
persons who a ls o  saw them.

Mel Korshak, p re s e n t in  the double c a p a c ity  of a rd en t
fan  and re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  S hasta  P u b lis h e rs .



H arry  Moore, whose e loquen t r e p re s e n ta t io n  of the  t ra g -y b
ic  p l ig h t  of the ’ deep South ' a s  a  r e s u l t  of never having a
convention  won the  NOLACON fo r  1951.

J u a n ita  Sharp ( f o r  a  view of the f ro n t of h e r heed , see
page 4 of the p i c t o r i a l  s e c t io n ) , th e  N0R9ESC0N s e c re ta ry  of
whom i t  was t r u ly  s a id  she " . . .  was th e  most f r u s t r a te d ,  t ."

Anthony Boucher (rhymes w ith  voucher -  hub i t ’s a  nomde
plume anyway -  h is  rd a l  name i s  A lliam  Anthony P a rk e r White )
the g u e s t of honor. He i s  one o f the  E d ito rs  o f th e  Magazine "
of Fa NTa SY & SCIENCE FICTION a s  w ell a s  a  w ell kno’m  a u th o r.

Don (hardw orking) Day *• the h o s t to  the NORWESCON, and-
the p u b lis h e r  of FANSCIENT.

Ted Sturgeon -  whose. a-’e -s tru c k  d isco v ery  o f the  a c tu a l
s iz e  o f the  U nited  S ta te s  d id n 't  s to p  him .from tu rn in g  ou t a
m a ste rfu l perform ance a s  u . C. a t  th e  Costume B a l l .

Howard Browne, E d ito r  o f  AMAZING • STORIES and o th e r Z iff
Da.vis p u b lic a t io n s , a s  w ell a s  an s t f  w r i te r  in  h i s  sp a re (? )
tim e. . , . A

Jack  and Dorothy DeCourcy, a  husband-and-w ife w r i te r  1 s
team th a t  i s  r e a l ly  on. th e  b a l l  as w e ll a s  a  darn  n ic e  couple.

Rog P h i l l i p a ,  a l i a s  Roger Graham, a l i a s  'C raig  Browning,
a l i a s  Melva. R ogers, e t c .  e tc .  , ..who c u r r e n t ly  e d i t s  The Club
House f o r  AMAZING STORIESr.q_well a s ._ w rite s .
2. Howard Browne, "AMAZING' 11 s t ic k  to  the  action-cow boy

s t u f f . ."
3 . Ted Sturgeon, "America i s  so u n expec ted ly  b i g . "
4. Bea M ahaffey, " A n y th in g a t a l l ,  so  lo n g  a s  i t ' s  a  good

s t o r y . "
5 . Rog P h i l l i p s ,  "Wordage req u irem en ts  s p o ile d  th a t  s to ry !"
7 . Doc E .E .Sm ith , "A whole new u n iv e rse  to  w rite  a b o u t."
6 . Anthony Boucher, "Science f i c t i o n  i s  l i t e r a t u r e . "
8. Jack  & D orothy DeCourcy, "Oh, what r e  could t e l l  about

R og .. . . "
9 . Mel Korshak, "A g re a t  l in e  of s t u f f  coming o u t s h o r t ly ."
10. Hack Reynolds, " I ’m on ly  a  new w r i t e r ,  b u t I mean to

w rite  more and more and b e t t e r .a n d  b e t t e r . "
11. Us fa n s , en jo y in g  any number o f  fu n c tio n s  ------- t h i s
p ic tu re  cou ld  be any o f a  sozen. I n  i t  I recogn ize  NAMELESS:'
Bob R o slin g , P h il B ark e r, Dick Frahm, A lderson and Mrs. Fry,
V irg in ia  Cowling, F . M. Busby, Nally Weber, and a. coup le  o f
o th e rs . B i l l  A u stin  i s  j u s t  b a r e ly  v i s ib le  i n  th e  upper r i g h t
of c e n te r .  C e le b r i t ie s ;  Howard Browne, E. E v e re tt Evans, Bob
Tucker, and P ick  Sueary..



GENERAL SHOTS or
" t h e’ n o r w esc o n , l o o s e l y  c o v er ed

"by W ally Weber

The p ic tu re s  on page 2 o f  th e  P i c t o r i a l  S e c tio n  p o r t r a y
g ra p h ic a lly  the h o rro r  t h a t  hung over P o r tla n d , Oregon, the
Labor Day weekend o f  1950. As th e  fa .te fu l  F r id ay  drew near
the n a tiv e s  o f  th a t  f a t e d  p la c e  gave them selves to  g la n c in g
over th e i r  shou lders  a t  fre q u e n t in te r v a l s  and p a l in g  a t  sud­
den n o is e s . A d i r e  everftwas about to  tak e  p la c e , the  NORWES -
CON, E igh th  World Science F ic t io n  C onvention, lu rk e d  n e a r .
As more and more fa n s  began stream ing  in to  th e  d e fe n se le ss
c i t y  from stran g e  dimensions and w eird  w orlds, some swooping
b o ld ly  down a s t r id e  broom sticks and a n t ig r a v i ty  mechanisms,
w ith  o th e rs  m a te r ia l iz in g  c a u tio u s ly  out o f  the  woodwork, a
d re a d fu l rumor s ta r te d  th e  rounds. I t  was re la y ed  by hushed
and devious methods, and once i t  was even w hispered , b u t  never
was i t  spoken a lo u d . Wherever fa n s  met, th ey  would huddle
to g e th e r ,  tu rn in g  p a l e , s t ra in e d  fa c e s  to  the  sky (p ic tu re  1 ) ,
those  w ith  heads c lu tc h e d  t i g h t l y  to  t h e i r  h a t s  (p ic tu re  9 ) ,
those  w ith  lungs b a te d  t h e i r  b re a th s .  THE NAiSLESS ONES of
W ashington were coming to  th e  NORWESCON! •

And they  a r r iv e d !J  (p ic tu re  2 ) .
Those who surv ive  d th e  a r r i v a l  of THE NAliELJJSS ONES were

a b le  to  en joy  the e n te r ta in m e n ts , which were d iv id e d  roughly
in to  two u n c e r ta in  ty p e s , scheduled  and unscheduled . The un­
scheduled  c o n ce n tra te d  m ain ly  d u rin g  the wee sm all hours and
were g e n e ra lly  p r iv a te  o r se m i-p riv a te  a f f a i r s ,  th e  d e ta i l s
of which defy  r e c o l le c t io n  and d e s c r ip t io n , -even among th e
p a r t i c ip a n t s  them selves. The scheduled  fe a tu re s  emerged some­
what more coheren t and served to  f i l l  the  gaps betw een th e
more spontaneous e v e n ts .

Fans m ille d  back  and f o r th ,  , shaking  hands and s lap p in g
backs in d is c r im in a te ly , c o l le c t in g  au tographs from ev ery th in g
th a t  looked capab le  o f  m a n ip u la tin g a  w r i t in g  in s tru m e n t (ho­
t e l  employees and in n o c en t b y s ta n d e rs  not excluded), Pens, pen­
c i l s ,  program b o o k le ts ,  in tro d u c tio n s , names and au tographs
were re c k le s s l ; /  exchanged, and in  the  confusion  many fa n s  were
au tog raph ing  t h e i r  own books f o r  the second and t h i r d  tim e .
D uring s la c k  moments, of which th e re  were few i f  any , a fa v ­
o r i t e  pastim e wa.s to  thumb th rough o n e 's  accum ula tion  of book­
l e t s  and pens and t r y  to  guess who th e i r  owners m i^ht have
been . The same game was a ls o  p la y ed  w ith  the  au to g rap h s,



2 .7
which, having  u s u a l ly  been signed in  h a s te  w ith  a  d ry  pen u s ­
in g  somebody’ s lumpy face  f o r  a  desk i n  th e  j o s t l i n g  crowd,
o fte n  had the  appearance o f  a  d o c to r 's  p r e s c r ip t io n  s c r ib b le d
out in  Chinese.

Sometime d u rin g  S a tu rad y a  s e s s io n  was h e ld  d u rin g  which
Kr» Mel Korshak p o in te d  out v a r io u s  fa n s , p u b l is h e r s ,  e d i to r s
and w r i te r s  of note  so th a t  a l l  p re s e n t  would know who to  mob.
The in tro d u c tio n  o f the  p ro fe s s io n a l w r i te r s  and e d i to r s  le d
to  much ex c item en t, though th e re  d e f in i t e ly  i s  no t r u th  to
the  rumor th a t  one po o r fa n  d isco v e re d  the fe llo w  he had c o ld
shouldered  th a t  m orning was a c tu a l ly  Howard P ro ’-'ne and t r i e d
to  choke h im se lf to  d ea th  on Shaver m an uscrip ts . Rog P h i l l i p s
(p ic tu re  13) looked s u rp r is in g ly  human, which goes to  show you
c a n ' t  b e lie v e  ev e ry th in g  a  DeCourcy s a y s , and he d isp la y ed  a
m arvelous t a l e n t  f o r  g e t t in g  ou t » f  speeches.

The a u c tio n  took p la ce  S aturday  even ing , b e fo re  th e  fa n s
had tim e to  waste a l l  th e i r  money on f  ood and o th e r  unessen­
t i a l s .  I t  was a convincing d em onstra tion  why fa n s  a re  th e
most p o v e r ty s tr ic k e n  group in  the  u n iv e rse , h r .  Mel Korshak
stood  h is  ground b e fo re  a mob o f  e ag e r fa n s  (p ic tu re  4) and
au c tio n ed  away some of th e  most e n t i c in g  o r ig in a ls ,  m agazines,
books, and m anuscrip ts  th a t  e v e r made a. fa n  s ta r v e  h i s  w ife
and k id d ie s  to  buy . No s t a t i s t i c s  a re  a v a i l a b le ,  b u t  th e
number of fan s  fo rc e d  to  s te a l  q u ie t ly  a-wiy in  th e  n ig h t ,  ho­
t e l  b i l l  unpaid and F in la y  o r ig in a ls  c lu tc h ed  t i g h t ,  m ust've
been tremendous. The most m ise r ly  of fe n  c o u ld  n o t r e s i s t
b ru sh in g  the cobwebs from padlocked b i l l f o l d s  when tem pter
Korshak waved h is  m erchandise b e fo re  th e i r  q u iv e r in g  n o s t r i l s .
F o r tu n a te ly  the a u c t io n  proved to  be  th e  on ly  NORWESCOII fe a ­
tu re  designed  to  wrench money from  th o se  a t te n d in g . The ban­
quet d e fie d  i n f l a t io n  by handing ou t v a st q u a n t i t i e s  of e d ib le
fo o d s tu f f s  a t  a  d o l l a r  p e r  head (p ic tu re  5); the  o th e r  e n te r ­
ta in m en ts , such, a s  the p an e l d is c u s s io n  on what should and
should  not go between h a rd  cove r s  (p ic tu re  6) and the  speeches
on fa n z in e  p u b lic a t io n  c o s t  even l e s s  ------  n o th in g , i n  f a c t .
One o f the h ig h  p o in ts  o f the NORWESCON was th e  s p e c ia l  show­
in g  o f "D estin a tio n  Moon" (which h a d n 't  been re le a s e d  a t  th e
tim e b u t i s  now g o in g -th e  rounds » f  th e  th e a t r e s ,  and anyone
who h a s n 't  p a id  to  see i t  a t  l e a s t  20 tim es i s  a  t r a i t o r  to
fandom .) The d i r t i e s t  t r i c k  o f th e  convention  was p layed  on
a P o r tla n d  fe llo w  who, having p a id  h i s  d o l la r  to  the  1T0RWES-
CON f o r  the exp ress  purpose o f see in g  the  p i c tu r e ,  succumbed
to  th e  r e l ig io u s  s i le n c e  th a t  s e t t l e d  over the th e a t re  b e fo re



the shov ing , and , because he was a: q u ie t  s le e p e r ,  w asn 't-aw a—
kened u n t i l  the  p i c tu r e  was over!

The programs in  g e n e ra l were w ell p lanned  and success­
f u l l y  execu ted , b u t  one n o ta b le  e x c e p tio n  to  t h i s  occurred  i n
the dem onstration  o f Mr. John D eC ourcy's "m a tte r r a d io " .  The
dem o n stra tio n , o r ig in a l ly  in ten d ed  a s  a  minor item  o f  i n t e r ­
e s t  on ly  to  those who cared  f o r  th e  more profound a sp e c ts  o f
p h y s ic a l sc ien ce  and inc luded  on th e  program s o le ly  a sa m e an s
of f i l l i n g  time w h ile  fhe aud ience  assem bled f o r  th e  d isc u s ­
s io n  of d ia n e t ic s  which was to  fo llo w , somehow g o t out o f  hand
and soon developed in to  what m ight e a s i l y  have become a  m ajor
c a ta s tro p h e . (D ia n e tis  s e ss io n s  p roved  somewhat h a rd  fo r  non­
fan s  around the Multnomah H otel to  tak e  a t  tim e s . Some o f th e
d ia n e t ic  e n th u s ia s ts  r e l iv in g  t h e i r  p re n a ta l  d isco m fo rts  (p ic ­
tu re  11) e m itted  n o is e s  th a t  tu rn e d  b lood to  ic e  and brave men

J to  nervous w recks.)
Mr. DeCourcy, who should no tbe .b lam ed  fo r  what happened

sin ce  he was f ig h t in g  f a t e ,  began by e x p la in in g  how th e  som-
p l ic a te d  device worked. 171th th e  a id  o f  h i s  s l id e  ru le  and
the  eq u a tio n s  he w rote  on the  bla.ckboa.rd, th e  p r in c ip le s  o f
the  "m atter ra d io " ,w ere  made f a n t a s t i c a l l y  » le a r  to  the  most
ig n o ra n t of laymen. Only those who weren’ t  ig n o ra n t laymen
rem ained conf u sed . A c e r ta in  amount o f  d i f f i c u l t y  was in v o l­
ved in  p u t t in g  away, th e  b lackboard  a f t e r  the  e x p la n a tio n , b u t
in g e n u ity  and s k i l l  combined to  en ab le  th e  s c i e n t i s t  to  even­
t u a l l y  e x t r ic a te  h im se lf from th e  b lackboard  t r i p o d  and th e
m a tte r  ra d io  was ready  to  be  p u t in to  o p e ra tio n .

The complex mechanism was warmed u p ,.th e  l i g h t s  f l i c k e r ­
in g  p ro p e r ly , the  gyroscopes a l l  humming a t  the c o r r e c t  p i t c h
and the  d ia l s  were s e t  to  t r a n s p o r t  M rs. DeCourcy from h e r
h o te l  room. The m a tte r  ra d io  accom plished t h i s ,  b u t  a. human
f a c to r  became invo lved  which shadowed the  su ccess  o f th e  de­
m o n s tra tio n . Through some m isu n d erstan d in g , "M rs. DeCourcy
had been  caught i n  an em barrassing  s ta g e  o f d re s s in g  h e r s e l f .
Some rem nants o f  d ig n i ty  were sa lvaged  w ith  the a id  o f a b a th
to w el, b u t the  s c i e n t i s t ’ s w ife  was u n d e rs tan d ab ly  annoyed
and re fu se d  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  any fu tu r e  e x h ib i t io n s .  Mr. De­
C ourcy’s p le a s  were c u t sh o rt when, from  th e  concealm ent o f
the m ach ine 's  re c e iv in g  c a b in e t ,  the  b a th  tow el was thrown
f o r c e f u l ly  in to  h i s  f a c e .  Not d a rin g  to  proceed  w ith  h i s
p la n s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  th e  unnerved man had  no cho ice  b u t  t o  r e ­
tu rn  h i s  wife to  the  h o te l  room and f in d  a n o th e r  su b je c t .
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A man from the  audience f i n a l l y  o ffe re d  to  serve  in  th e

n ex t phase of the dem onstra tion , • which was to  shot? th a t  the
machine could, tra n sm it as w ell a s  re c e iv e , by t ra n s m it t in g
him to  the r e a r  of the  room. Perhaps the s t r a in  of having
h is  w ife  d isp lay ed  to  the p u b lis  i n  such in tim a te  a t t i r e  up­
s e t  t h e ^ s c i e n t i s t , whatever the cau se , the  u n fo r tu n a te  f a c t
rem ains th a t  the v o lu n te e r  was th o ro u ^ ily  . t ra n s m itte d , b u t
no t to  the r e a r  o f  the  room. A fter  co n sid e ra b le  d i f f i c u l t y ,
in c lu d in g  an a c c id e n ta l M artian  p ick ed  up by m istake ( p i c .1 2 ) ,
ifjSurred on in  h is  e f f o r t s  b y  a  group » f  th e  v o lu n te e r 's  p a ls
who g ro tp e d  them selves a t  one s id e  o f the p la tfo rm  armed w ith
c lu b s  and an  ominous lo o k in g  n o o se , Mr. DeCourcy eventually
lo c a te d  him ^in the  v ie w fin d e r. He appeared  somewhat h e s ita n t
about b r in g in g  him b a ck , however., and s ta r te d  say in g  something
about an open manhole on B urnside S t r e e t ,  b u t an . im patient
tw ir l  of the  noose c u t  him s h o r t  and  he h a s t i l y  g o t the  v ic ­
tim  back (p ic tu re  7 ) .  He was p rom ptly  taken  from  DeCourcy's
trem b lin g  hands, presum ably t s  b e  ru shed  to  th e  neare 'st hos­
p i t a l ' s  emergency m rd ._  F u r th e r experim ents w ith  the m a tte r
ra d io  were postponed in  the i n t e r e s t s  of s a f e ty .

The costume b a l l  marked the  o f f i c i a l  end ing  o f the  NOR­
RESCON. Anyone who has ever .w itn essed  a 'g a th e r in g  o f  fa n s
can a p p re c ia te  the  g h a s tly  tu rn o u t of shapes and forms when
they  a re  to ld  th a t  many fa n s .a c tu a l ly  came w ith o u t d isg u ise s
of any k ind! ’ •

B re a th le s s  Theodore Sturgeon .a n d h is  g u i ta r  were m asters
of ceremony a t 'th e  program ( p ic tu re  10) and to g e th e r  th ey  d id

, a :c a p a b le  jo b '.o f i t .  ^ F e a tu re d  on. th e ’ program were m usical
•numbers by the  g u i t a r ,  vocal b re a th in g s  by Ted, a  dancjcby
what co u ld  have b e en -th e  h e ro in e  from a  PLANET STORIES so v er
and the  s e le c t io n  o f the  th re e  most ap p ea lin g  costumes ( th e
f a c t  th a t  most o f  th e  audience c o n s is te d  of NANELESS ONES had
n o th in g  to  do w ith  Mr-. F ry  g e t t in g  secorid p r i z e , r e a l ly ! )
L as t j b u t p robab ly  l e a s t  m entionable in  mixed company, th e
’d is c u s s io n 1 o f  th a t  new s c ie n c e . "D iacybersenne tim an tics '1 .

• The Gospel o f Fandom "was sp read  f a r  .and , wide by means of a
ra d io  b ro ad cast over a  P o r tla n d  s t a t i o n  (p ic u tre  8 ) and v a r­
io u s  w rite -u p s  o f 'the sonvention  in  pap ers  and magazines a f ­
te rw a rd s . Fans who a tte n d e d  weren • t  w anting f o r  en te rta in m en t
or company. A ll in  a l l , i t  m s  a. grand a f f a i r  -and thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone, as  you can  p l a in ly  see by looking  a t  a
ty p ic a l  downtown P o r tla n d  scene a f t e r  th e  NORRESCON ( p i c .3 ) .



NAMELESS and COSTUME SHOTS
by G. li. Corr

As ’ OU. have no doubt f ig u re d  out fo r  yo u rse lv es  by now,
the  p ic tu r e s  on th ese  fo u r pages have been grouped more or
l e s s  by su b je c t m a tte r . The t i t l e s  te n ta t iv e ly  a ss ig n ed  to
each su b je c t  were, (1 s t  page, of F ix )  " C e le b r i t ie s "  (2nd page
of F ix ) 11 G eneral" (3 rd  page o f F ix ) "KAMELESS & Costume" and
(4 th  page of P ix ) "Famous Fans & P o r tla n d  Peop le".

With the u su a l p e rv e r s i ty  of inanim ate th in g s , these
snapsho ts  i n s i s t e d  in  mixing them selves up and ending  up on
any page th a t  p le a se d  them b e s t ,  so we f in d  NAMELESS ONES am­
ong th e  Famous Fans & P o r tla n d  P eo p le , crowding the  crowd
scene on the c e l e b r i t i e s  page, and smugly sm iling  from the
page of general sh o ts . This was, I suppose, to  be expected ,
s in ce  THE NAMELESS ONES perm eated to  every  nook and cranny
of the  Multnomah H o te l, and wherever two * r  th re e  fa n s  were
g a th e red  to g e th e r , Lo, th e re  was a  NAMELESS -ONE in  th e  m idst
o f  them. During th e  speeches they  h eck led  the sp ea k e rs , a t
the a u c tio n  th ey  ra n  up the  p r ic e s  by b id d in g  l ik e  c ra z y , and
drove the  house d e te c t iv e  in to  a. t iz z y  (nee can d id  camera
sho t o f a  house d e te c tiv e  in  a  t i z z y  on page 3 o f  P ix , shot
#14) by v o c ife r io u s ly  p a r ty in g  a t  every  moment th e re  was not

• som ething e ls e  of g re a te r  im portance going on. I v en tu re  to
say th a t  the  only  f r e e  b re a th  th a t  house d e te c tiv e  took was
when th e  NORSESCON moved en masse to  the  th e a te r  to  see th e
movie, D e s tin a tio n  Moon, tak ing  THE NAMELESS ONES w ith  them.
They typed  c a rd s , p a ssed  out program s, se rv ic e d  th e  tape re ­
c o rd e rs , and o therw ise  made them selves u s e fu l .
Even the  august p re s id e n t  of the  NFFF, p re s id in g  in  d ig n ity
over the  d e l ib e ra t io n s  o f th a t  i n f l u e n t ia l  body o f fa n s ,  was
h a ra sse d  by b ra sh ly  i r r e p r e s s ib le  NAMELESS newcomers, who., no
m a tte r  how many tim es he s la p p e d ’em down (v e rb a lly  of co u rse ,
Rick Sneary i s  a  gentlem an, I ’l l  have you know!) re fu se d  to
s ta y  p u t .  A ll in  a l l ,  re g a rd le s s  how the  r e s t  o f th e  country
may f e e l  about i t ,  the  NORWESCON was a  w onderful success —
a t  l e a s t  to  THE NAMELESS ONES of W ashington. Vfe had a l l  th e
advantages of a  conven tion  in  our own home t e r r i t o r y  and none
of th e  work — P o r tla n d  fan s  got s tu c k  w ith  th a t!  Oh, w ell,
come some fu tu re  n o rth w e st conven tion , maybe we can  rev e rse
th a t  p rocedure  and l e t  the  P o r tla n d  fan s  have fun  w hile the
NAMELESS a re  so busy working they  haven’ t  time to  g e t in  any­
body’ s h a i r !



Now fo r  a  blow by blow e x p la n a tio n  of the  accompanying
photographs on page: 3 o f the p i c t o r i a l  se c tio n :
#1 T his g lo r io u s  scene d e p ic ts  fo re v e r  the  trium phal h i t ­
spot o f the  NORUESCON fo r  a  c e r ta in  budding a u th o re ss  who’l l
rem ain NAMELESS ( u n t i l  somebody c a tc h e s  up w ith h e r in  some
succeeding  p ic tu re )  re c e iv in g  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  from Howard
Browne on s e l l in g  him a  s to ry  fo r  AMAZING. She i s  surrounded
on h e r  r ig h t  hand by h e r agen t F o r re s t  J .  Ackerman (who i s  no
doubt sm ilin g  because he c o l le c te d  a commission on the s a le )
Mark W alsted (aw estruck  w ith  ad m ira tio n  a t  such success in
l i f e  by a  fe llo w  NAMELESS) E. E v e re tt  Evans (vho i.s undoubt­
ed ly  la u g h in g  a t  the  knowledge of how much she’ s y e t got to
Ioann of the  F acts  o f L ife  Among A uthors) and R ichard  Frahm,
then p re s id e n t of THE NAMELESS. At hor l e f t  hand s tan d  E r.
Howard Browne, The E d ito r  H im self, P h i l  B arker (p re s e n t p re s ­
id e n t o f THE NAMELESS ONES) and Bob R o slin g  (proud p o ssesso r
of th e  lo u d e s t s h i r t  a t  the  NORWESCON). T his photograph was
taken b e fo re  the proud a u th o re ss  d isco v e red  th a t  they  bougjht
the s to ry  ju s t  so th e y  could  to s s  i t  in  the w asteb ask e t' and
Dot have to  read  i t  any more.........  , . .
#2 This scene c a p tu re s  th re e  famous NAMELESS c o n fe rrin g e s
to  whose l iq u o r  supply  to  tap in  on next -  l e f t  to  r ig h t :

Buck A ustin  (a ls o  known as  B i l l ) , the  Wolf of the  Wolf-
Den Book Shop.

Bob R osling  ( th e  man in  the  s h i r t ) ,  and P h i l l i p  B arker
( f o r  fu r th e r  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  see co v er).

#3 & 13 , Costume s h o ts  o f the s c re w ie s t couple on the  - dance
f lo o r ,  l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  as C arrya, a  P e rfu m e-S e lle r from the
S o ly an i, and }B&W6dhb, a  Venusian Yellowman. (Ri^mor h a th  i t
th a t  th ey  were NAMELESS in  d isg u ise  — F .J.- & G.M. -Carr).
#4 A rem arkable re p ro d u c tio n  of a  genuine P re -C le a r. . The
engrammatic e x p re ss io n  i s  no doubt due to  the  k n i t t in g  ne,edles
p ro tru d in g  through h is  s k u l l .  A f te r  due D ian e tic  the rap y  (he
adm itted  th e re  was l o t s  o f i t  due) t h i s  tu rn e d  out to  be  Mr.
A lderson F ry , L ib ra r ia n  of th e  H ealth  Sciences L ib ra ry , Univ,
of Wash. (Yah! Yah! so th e re !  We a i n ' t  a l l  dopes, J b e tc h a !)
#5 T his damsel in  danger from th e  Mad S c ie n t i s t  . i s  Mary
Fry (M rs. A lderson F ry , to  you). A ll we were a b le  to  d iscover
about the  Mad S c ie n t i s t  was th a t  he came from C a l i fo rn ia ,  so
th a t  e x p la in s  i t . . . .
#6 Snapshot o f  Mark W alsted when the  A uctioneer h o l le re d
"Sold” j u s t  a f t e r  he b id  $11 on a  p i c tu r e .



#7 F.M. Busby, a u th o r of SINISTERRA's H all o f  Shame D ep t.,
and V irg in ia . Cowling, a ls o  a  NAMELESS ONE, b o th  o f  S e a t t le .
#8 F ly in g  sho t o f Tom and E ile e n  D a n ie l, two of the Aberdeen
NAMELESS. These people  got around so f a s t  th a t  even  the  h ig h
speed camera cou ldn’ t  keep up w ith  them!
#9 Admiral Tombo p re p a r in g  to  s la u g h te r  a  Sun P r ie s te s s  b u t
don’ t  w orry , fo lk s ,  i t  tu rn ed  ou t OK. Somebody happened to
r a t t l e  a  h ig h b a ll  j u s t  a t  th a t moment and Admiral Tombo f o r ­
got a l l  about g o re . ( P h i l l i p  B arker and V irg in ia  C ow ling).
#10 J e s s  Wall Terrs’-, our peram bulating  p h o to g rap h e r, snapped
in  a  moment o f m e d ita tio n ,
#11 Mr. and Mrs. A lderson F ry  r e s t i n g  between jo k e s .
#12 In h a b ita n t o f P la n e t  P incus #7 -  l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  one
o f th e  S e a t t le  NAMELESS ONES, Mrs. F lo ra  Jones, th e  m other of
V irg in ia  (Sun P r ie s te s s )  Cowling.
#14 V is i t in g  Ghoul -  p robab ly  the House D e te c tiv e .
#15 The Costume P r iz e  Winners and t h e i r  Judge, ^ o f t  t o  r i g h t
Second P r iz e  W im er, The P re-C lea r (A lderson  F ry ) . P r iz e : A
carbon copy o f the nex t s to ry  so ld  by  Mack R eynolds. ( I t l r  to r
proved to  be "One of Our P la n e ts  i s  M issing".)
F i r s t  P r iz e ,  Admiral Tombo ( P h i l l ip  B a rk e r) . P r iz e ;  A ca rto n
copy of the  nex t s to ry  so ld  by Anthony Boucher. Not re c e iv e d .
T h ird  P r iz e ,  A B o ile d  BEM (Jean  B o g a rt, o f P h ila d e lp h ia . T h is
was th e  on ly  non-NAMELSSS to  win a  p r i z e ,  and she t i e d  w ith  a
V enusian Yellowman (Frank J .  C arr, S e a t t le  NAMELESS) f o r  3 rd
p la ce  u n t i l  th e  judge (Theodore S tu rg e o n ), rememberir^ how
many tim es he go t s q u ir te d  in  th e  eye w ith  th e  V enusian ’s wa­
t e r  p i s t o l ,  decided  to  be g a l la n t  and  g iv e  th e  p r i z e  to  th e
l a d y . ) T h ird  p r iz e :  A carbon copy o f  th e  nex t s to r y  so ld  b y
Theodore Sturgeon. No word a s  to  w hether re c e iv e d  o r n o t .
(Honorable Mention goes to  E , E v e re tt  Evans f o r  d o n a tin g a  4 th
p r iz e  to  Mr. C arr -  a  carbon copy o f  th e  n ex t s to ry  so ld  by
him, w hich tu rn ed  o u t to  be 'L i t t l e  Miss M a r t ia n '.)
#16. The n a t io n a l  m agazines s e n t  r e p o r te r s  to  cover th e  con­
v e n tio n  and g iv e  an  o u t s id e r 's  im p ress io n  of fandom. A f a n 's
camera snapped a p ic tu r e  o f an a r r iv in g  r e p o r te r .
#17 Mr. & Mrs. Frank J .  Carr o f  S e a t t l e .  B e liev e  i t  o r  n o t
t h i s  i s  the same coup le  shown in  sh o ts  #3 and #13!
#18. Bea Mahaffey -  She i s n ' t  a  NAMELESS ONE, n e i t h e r  i s  she
in  costum e, b u t i s n ' t  she  p re t ty ?  T h a t 's  to  le a v e  a  sw ee t
ta s t e  in  your mouth a s  you tu rn  th e  page .



CONVENTION REPORT
A lderson Fry

Fans have a  f in e  sense  of humor. That saves them from
being''BE2:s (B oring Every M inute). That i s  my co n c lu s io n  from
my f i r s t  World Science F ic t io n  Convention -  the  NORWESCON.

I -wish I could remember many o f th e  f in e  c racks andpuns
th a t  flew  around, th en  t h i s  could be c a l le d  the  "Convention
R e to rt in s te a d , bu t I do remember the  b r ig h t  la d  o f about
twelve who stuck w ith  us in  the. Hobby Lobby th a t  l a t e  Sunday
n ig h t and Monday m orning, Ackerman, I th in k  i t  was, remark­
ed th a t  one of th e  t ro u b le s  w ith conven tions was the o ld  fan s
re tu rn in g  w ith  t h e i r  o ld  fe.uds w ith  o ld  f r ie n d s ,  and the  sug­
g e s tio n  was made th a t ,  a f t e r  each w orld convention , a l l  o ld
fan s  commit su ic id e . Thus the new conven tion  would b e g in  next
y ear de novo. We took i t  from th e re , the  l a d  and I ,  and s in ce
m ottos a re  n ecessa ry  fo r  conventions , wa h e rew ith  r e p o r t  p la n s

te lephone o p e ra to rs , anyhow)

fo r  about the nex t deoade:
Dying i s  fun
In  f i f ty - o n e

P le n ty  o f  goro
In f i f t y - f o u r

A ll fa n s  in  heaven
In f i f ty - s e v e n

Death f o r  you
In  f i f ty - tw o

D on 't be a l iv e
In  f i f t y - f i v e

K i l l  your mate
In  f i f t y - e i g h t

Dit wi th  me
In  f  i f tw - th re e

Cross the  Styx
In  f i f tw - s ix

A ll a re  d y in '
In  f i f ty - r . - 'in  ( f o r

You see how i t  goes -  o r how i t  i s  you g o es, ’’The Lord
• o ’l l  see in  f i f t y - t h r e e " . . a f t e r  each  c o a s t- to -c o a s t  g a th e r­
in g  t h e r e ’l l  be a n o th e r  g h o s t- to -g h o s t g a th e r in g  ----  a f t e r  a
h a te d  m eeting th e r e ’l l  be a  h o t te r  m eeting , o r , a l l  w i l l  be
calm and ghoul in  Fandom. Be outspoken n t  a  met t in g  and o u t
spooking a fte rw a rd . Thus d e sp ite  any d i f f i c u l t i f ’S n t  a  con­
v e n tio n , the nex t one s t a r t s  c l e a r . .  (E ver h e a r o f the  lazy
ghost in  Old P eru  th a t  caught an  In c u b u s? )  We hope a l l  fa n s
” i l l  be w il l in g  to  l a y  down th e i r  l i v e s  fo r  t h i s  f in e  cau se .

Things I l ik e d :  "D es tin a tio n  Koon" . . .  The s to ry  about
the p rev iew  a u d ie n c e -re a c tio n  w ith  th e  p roducers  not knowing
LxFanB were in  t h e i r  m id st. Don Day’ s competent h an d lin g  o f
the C h a ir..T h e  d isp la y s ..T h e  h ig h  IQ (im ag in a tio n  Q uotien t -
I n te r e s t in g  Q u a lity  -  In te l l ig e n c e  Q uestionab le  -  In fe rn a l ly
Q uibbling, e t c . )  o f th e  fan  aone o f  the p ro s .,T h o se  pan
cakes, a f t e r  ta lk in g  a l l  n ig h t ,  .m eeting  so many p e o p le  w ith



co much p e rso n a lity ..E g o b o o  ram pant, h ig h b a l d e x te r ,  h u t not
tho house d ick  s i n i s t e r .  The remark of n young la d ,  h e a rin g
sone drunks a rg u in g  s tu p id ly  in  a  h a l l  — " Ju s t a n o th e r  d ia -
n e t ic  r e v e r ie  going o n .."

Things I d id n ’ t  l i k e :  The p ru d ish n e ss  of the  Multnomah
H o te l . . .  The s t in k e r ,  o r s t in k e r s ,  th a t  s to le  s t u f f  from the
e x h ib i ts .

We h e re  in  the Puget Sound re g io n  r a r  ho ld  a  Convention
some tim e . We’l l  c a l l  i t  the  PUCON,

A lderson Fr*'

Nor, h e re ’ s the id e n t i f i c a t io n  of the  p ic tu re s  on Page 4 o f
the- p i c t o r i a l  se c tio n :
1 . H arry  Moore d e l iv e r in g  h i s  b id  f o r  the  1951 Convention
in  New O rleans. I t  was accen ted , a s  you know, and our next
f e s t i v i t i e s  r i l l  be in  the h e a r t  of the Magnolia c o u n tr”-.
2 . Nancy Moore (no r e la t io n )  o f  the  C in c in n a ti d e le g a tio n
f ig h t in g  o f f  eager benvers  ~Ti t h  her su p e rb la s t raygun.
3 . E. E v e re tt  Evans, "Tho 01* Foo" in  p e rso n . He has now
graduated  from the ra n k  of E ld e r Fan and b» •one one o f the
Noyer A uthors.
4. F o r re s t  J ,  Ackerman, Fan, A uthor, A gent, Movie C onsu lt-
and, and a l l  around n ice  guy.
5. Evelynn Marshmont (n  Vashon NAMELESS) and Jean F ogart cf
P h ila d e lp h ia  (h o ld ing  tho s ig n ) .  B eliev e  i t  or n o t ,  peo p le ,
th i s  beau teous babe i s  the  B o iled  Ben th a t  won th i r d  p r iz e
in  tho costume b a ll '.
6. E r ic  A tla s , W alter C oslo t ( f ig u re d  s h i r t )  J u a n i ta  Sharp
and Jim B arry ,
7 . Mr. & Pt s , Hog P h i l l i p s ,  Hick Sneer--, and oru of th . De
Courcy c h ild re n  s i t t i n g  on Rog's l a p .  Thin p ic tu re  was ta k ­
en d u rin g  the- shoeing o f D e s tin a tio n  Moon, w hile  Mrs. P h i l l ­
ip s  ( a c tu a l ly  she i s  Mrs. Graham, s in ce  P h i l l i p s  i s  a  psou -
don'nn) was s t i l l  tho Lone Wolf of Laguna, Mari Wolf. Rick
Sneary i s  w e ll kno’-’n a s  the P re s id e n t of th e  NEFF,
8 . R alph Rayburn P h i l l i p s ,  the U ltra  Weird .A r tis t ,  in  h is
costume as  The King in  Yellow.
9. Don Day, Host of NOR'.JESCON and M aster of Core-monies.
10. Juan ita . Sharp, Sec. of the  NORWESCON COMMITTEE, a n d l i 1 .
R ichard Frahm, then  P re s id e n t  of THE NAMELESS CUES of Wash.
11. W ilson (Bob) Tucker, Ed. Science F ic t io n  N ew sle tte r,
12. Rex Brooks & Mary Jane S tew art, Oregon fa n s .






